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Turkey to open first US-backed base in Syria under new military operation January 20, 2019 by Joseph Fitsanakis After the
Turkish military began conducting airstrikes against the northern Syrian town of Afrin earlier this month, Turkish Deputy Prime
Minister Bekir Bozdag declared that Turkey’s new military operation in Syria would be a “ground, air, and sea operation.” He
was referring to the Turkish “Olive Branch” military operation that Turkish warplanes commenced targeting the Syrian enclave
of Afrin around midnight on 9 January. As of Wednesday, Turkish jets continued to bomb targets in northern Syria as sporadic
artillery and mortar fire was launched by Turkish artillery units stationed near the border. In response, the Turkish Air Force
struck more targets in Syria. Tensions escalated further on Wednesday, when the Turkish government announced that Turkey
will open a “newly established” US-backed military base in Syria. A diplomatic statement issued by the Foreign Ministry in
Ankara on Wednesday night said that the new base would be “built on the border between Turkey and [the] Democratic
Federation of Northern Syria [the People’s Protection Units/YPG]”. While this announcement did not specify the location of the
new US-backed base, foreign sources in Ankara report that the base is likely to be established in the city of Manbij, located
along the Turkish-Syrian border. The move was broadly welcomed by Turkey’s pro-government media, who see it as an attempt
to put pressure on Washington and the Kurds in Syria. However, the Kurds, who are allied with the United States and Turkey,
are not pleased by the announcement. The YPG claimed that the US-led coalition in Syria had no formal agreements with
Turkey regarding the creation of the new military base. Meanwhile, another source of consternation for the YPG was the
reported deployment of US Special Forces in the area. The new base was reportedly established to benefit the US operations in
Syria. However, the YPG is wary of possible US plans to use the base
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subwavelength metallic nanostructures from L5 monolayer Ti3C2T x MXene thin films. Mn-H4 subwavelength metallic
nanostructures, consisting of a sandwiched monolayer titanium carbide-titanium oxide (Ti3C2T x MXene) thin film, are formed
via electrochemical deposition, with respect to three different metal ions (Mn2+, Mg2+, and Mn f678ea9f9¢
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